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A message from our Acting Principal - Heidi McDonough

Play Is The Way.
Have you noticed our new Play Is
The Way signs around the school?
These were made possible by the
generous donation of Trent Browning
of Signiversal. We are all concerned
about the wellbeing of our own
children and hopefully that of other
children as well. Wellbeing is often
thought of as happiness but it is
more than that. We need to feel R 5 T G0
worthwhile, with lives that are - e e T s
fulfilling and meaningful. We need \
the skills to create close personal
connections and a network of strong
relationships that give us a sense of
belonging. We need the skills of
emotional intelligence and social
competency if we are to really feel
like “WELL-BEINGS.” Our Play Is The
Way program will help us achieve
this.
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Intervention and Enrichment Programs.

As we all know children learn at very different rates. As a result teachers are always
faced with the challenge of catering for different levels of learning in the
classroom. Over the last two years we have been fortunate to be able to run an
intervention program to provide additional support to students who are working
below the expected level. This program involves students being withdrawn for a
short period of time several fimes a week for some infensive small group sessions.
Parents are informed if their child has been identified as working below level and
provided with suggestions of ways they can help support their child’s learning at
home. School and home are a partnership and for some children it takes
increased effort by both parties to help get our students where we want them to
be. Please contact your child’s classroom teacher if you have any questions about
this program.

This year we have been able to also provide an Enrichment program to students
who are working well above the expected level. The enrichment program exposes
students to high level thinking skills and activities designed to supplement the
regular curriculum to tap divergent, analytical, creative, and evaluative thinking.
We are working our way throughout the various year levels in the hope of reaching
as many students as possible. Please contact Katie Gates if you have any questions
about the Enrichment Program.

Our mission is to enrich and equip all students with knowledge, skills and strategies that empower them
to be active life-long learners, productive community members and global citizens.
Baxter-Tooradin Road, PO Box 1474, PEARCEDALE 3912
PHONE: 5978 6250 FAX: 5978 7399
Email: pearcedale.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

Website: www.pearcedaleschool.com.au
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Term 2 2019

Grade 2 Swimming
*17th & 18th June
*20th & 21st June

Mon 17th—Wed 19th Jun
Family Science Expo

Tues 18th June
Grade 3/4 Spectacular
6 -7:30pm

Thurs 20th Jun
*Regional Cross Country
*Grade 1 Chirpy Chicks

incursion

Friday 21st June
Assembly @ 2:45 in Gym

Parent Teacher
Interviews

*Tuesday 25th June
(2:00pm - 7:30pm)

*Thursday 27th June
(3:45 - 5:00 pm)

Friday 28th Jun
Last Day Finish 2.30pm

Mon 15th Jul
Term 3 Commences

Mon 22— Wed 24th Jul
Snow Camp

Mon 5th—Wed 7th Aug
Grade 4 Camp
Phillip Island

Please use
Compass for all
future School
notifications.




Parent Teacher Interviews

Interviews will take place on Tuesday 25th June from 2:00 pm-7:15 pm
and Thursday 27th June

3:45-pm-4:45pm (15 minute duration). These are an EXTREMELY
important event and we would hope that EVERY family attends.

It is essential that you have looked at your child’s report (available from
Friday 21% BEFORE attending the interview.
- bookings and reports via Compass.

Interviews with Specialist teachers can be made by calling the office and
booking an appropriate time.

 Interviews will be 15 mins duration. (Bell will ring every 15 mins.)

« Grade 5 and 6 staff will ask students NOT to bring iPads to school on
this day.

Whilst the interviews are taking place form 2:00-3:30pm students will be
supervised by Specialist and Administration staff.
They will be in the following areas.
Year Level / Location
Preps and Grade 1/ Gym
Grade 2 / Performing Arts Room
Grade 3 / Science Room/ Library
Grade 4 / Art room

Grade 5 / Auslan Room/ After School care Room

Grade 6 / ICT Lab/ Red Room

If you are taking your child home early, you will need to sign with the class
teacher at the end of your interview, then collect your child from the
specialist area and sign them out again.

Students will be dismissed from the above areas at 3:30pm.




Earn & Learn
stickers are
back!!

On the last
page you will
find the
sticker sheet.
Feel free to
print this out
and attach
your stickers
before you
bring them in.
The collection
box is located
at the office :)

Happy
sticking!! Q

Anyone can earn
stickers to help
local schools

The Waslworths Eam &l sam g =
Early Leaming Gentres around Australia the chance to eam
! L ent, In 2017 we had 15,000 schosl

and EartyLooming
300,000 new pieces of eq
Here's what to do:

= Between 1 May and 25 June 2019,
collect? eollect as many stickers as you can.

Stick them on the sticker sheets and
1 give them to your lacal school or
Bt Early Learning Centre. Or drop them
1. 7 intoa collection box in store.
i stick
; Don't forget, you can always download
and print extra sticker sheets at
woolworths.com.au/earnandlearn

Need mare information?
© read our Frequent
read our Freq ly Askad Gluestiong
& Conditions visit woolworths,com uuf;qex:;:ams
X L) arm

__-———

SN

Sticker Sheet

Let’s stick
together
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Effectively Using The
Play Is The Waye, Life Raft
Family f?@sl:er

By Wilsom MeCaskill

The Flay Is The Way® Life Raft concepts are so
called becanse once understood and employed they
help children to stay afloat in the often-hazardous
and unpredictable waters of life and leaming. The
five puiding concepts are not always easy to live by
and on amy given day a child’s commitment to
dbide by this sound moral framework can be tested
in numerous ways. However, every time a child
stays true to the demands and challenges of any
one, some of all of the concepts their character is
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strengthened, their self-worth increased and their i =
capacity to stand up for what they believe, more A R
assured. L TR T _

The school your child(rem) are attending is
implementing and establishing Play Is The Way®
(PITW) as its commitment to addressing the
requirements of the Persomal And Social Capabilitics domain of the MNational
Cuommiculom. The Life Eaft concepts are a major element of the PTTW methodology
and the more effectively they guide the behaviour of your child(ren) the more they
will profit and benefit from the full experience of school.

Guided by PITW resources teachers will put effort and creativity into embedding
these concepts in their classrooms while pursuing a whole school approach to their
mnderstanding and employment. This will significantly help to establish a safe, sirong
and supportive school culture.

The truism, the best way fo learn something is to teach it can be of considerable
assistance when it comes to helping children deeply understand, embed and practise
the Play Is The Way® , Life Raft concepts. It is here that parents, caregivers, the
extended family and friends can be of help.

Inviting your child{ren) to teach you about each of the concepts starts a discussion in
which you can generously plead ipnorance and thereby require educating in the
meaning, implications and challenges of the concepts.

These conversations should not be heavy handed, with the motive of revealing fanlt
and inadequacy on the part of the child. Rather, they should camry the energy of
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curiosity and interest. After all, it is the parent who wants to leamn and the child who is
being asked to teach. It is the parent who is pleading ignorance and the child with
Inowledge to impart. For the child this will be empowering — for the parent it will be
revealing becanse your child cannot teach what they do not Enow .

Asking questions, admitfing your confosion, challenging their assertions and
investigating their behaviour within the context of the concepts will encourage your
child(ren) to reflect on their classroom leaming and daily interactions.

Enowing and doing are two separate things and asking children to share the ways in
which their persomal behaviour did or did not express their understanding and
commitment to the concepts lets them see that character is expressed through words
and deeds.

These conversations will also help to build a connection with the classroom teacher
and allow feedback on the degree to which the concepts are understood and expressed.
This will assist the teacher to determine which concepts are the strengths of the class
and which may need further exploration and reimforcement. It is also uplifting for
teachers to Emow that children are living by the requirements of the concepts in
contexts beyond school, like family, sport and commumity.

Where the teaching of the Life Faft concepts will be a regular and consistent part of
classroom practice it is best if your investigation and leaming of them is irmepular and
spontaneons. The home is not the classroom and blending your desire to leam about
the concepts info the general conversations and activities of the home removes any
sense of your child{ren) being tested. Creating the sense of sharing kmowledge and
engaging over interesting ideas deepens knowledge and strengthens bonds.

Of course leaming about the Life Raft concepts and then choosing not to rise to the
challenge of living by those concepts tells your child(ren) that you see no valoe in
them or perhaps even worse, that adults are spared from such obligations and
responsibilities simply because they are adulis. Sadly, too many children see the main
benefit of adulthood as being able to do what that they want, when they want and how
they want with no one able to tell them otherwise. Too few see it as the opportunity to
mode]l the behaviour that builds safe, strong, supportive and inclusive families,
workplaces and commumnities.

Hopefully, in educating yon about the Life Raft concepts vour child(ren) see that in

large part your family already lives by these concepts and that you are happy to rise to
the challenge of supporting each other to live by them more fully.

Being willing to address onge’s own behaviour and pursue the improvements that
coniribute to more socially and emotionally healthy classrooms, schools, families and
comnmmities takes courage._.as your child(ren) will be leaming and experiencing in
their classroom. Having parents/caregivers who are doing the same makes the joumey
more important, meaningful and worthwhile. Having teachers who are consistently
modelling socially and emotiomally competent behaviour remowves amy hint of
hypocrisy.
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Children have always nesded models more than they need crifics and appropriate
behaviour is best leamt through modelling. When adults rise to the responsibility of
being the best role models they can be, there is every chance our children will become
the personally and socially capable adults our rapidly changing and uncertain world
will need. Ch, and you will sleep better when they are old enough to be out at night.
Now, that’s a comforting thought, isn’t it?

IN PLAIN SIGHT

We recommend putting the Life Raft Family Poster somewhere where reading it or at
the very least, being aware of it is umavoidable. The smallest room in the house
usually fits the bill or the fridge door or a wall in a room in which the family
frequently pathers. This way it can be refemed to spomtanecusly or when the

opportunity arises.
HELF? ME UNDERSTAND

Directly asking your childiren) to share their knowledge of a concept is the most
obvious way for you to conmect with your childiren) owver its meaning and the

puidance it offers.

Example: “Jenny, would you tell me in your own words what, “Treai others, as you
wari fo be treated.” means to you and why we should all do that, please?

Turm her answer into a discussion by paraphrasing what she says (see Paraphrasing,
below) and asking ber to confirm if you have understood her comectly and then
probing further. It can help Jenny if yom create imaginary situations and ask for her
thoughts on how to best respond. It can also help to play devil’s advocate and propose
an altermative response.

Example: Bur whar’s wrong with calling someone a name if they called you one first?
Afier all they started it!

Felating the concept back to your own general behaviour shows you are simong
enough to be self-critical and that even adults need to be assessing the appropriateness
of their own behavigur.

Example: Can I rell you abour a moment I had with Bob ar work last week where
things might have gone better if I had been stromg enough o stck to thar Life Raft
CONCEPLT

Or: Fou know, I was ar the supermarket the other day and this person on the checkout
was reqlly rude and I was really proud of the way I handled ir (followed by a
descriprion of what happened).
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Asking Jenny if she has seen specific instances of the concept effectively puiding
stmdent behaviour either in the classmoom or schoolyard will entice her to reflect on
the concept and reinforce its importance.

Asking ber to share a situation where she emploved the concept and detailing how
doing so helped, again belps her to reflect and reinforce. Asking her to imagine how
different the situation might have heen had she not employed the concept, gives the
concept more weight and meaning.

Being honest about home life and the degree to which the concept influences and
confributes to family dymamics helps Jenny to see that the concept is umiversally
applicable.

Ezample: Do you remember when Nana came arcund fo visit last week? Do you
remember how you and your brothers were treating each other? What advice do you
reckon she wanted to give the three of you?

Or: We're going to have a family talk tonight about shifting to another town 5o that I
can get better work. Before then I think we all have to get this concept inte our heads
because if we don't, would you like to tell me what is likely to happen?

All parents and carepivers have their own way of falking to their children and the
examples above are not telling you what to say or how to say it. They are simply
indications of possible Life Raft conversations.

PARAPHRASING

By paraphrasing you arc re-telling the story in your own words. This helps
vour child{ren) to hear the facts and details of their story and clarify or add as
they think necessary. Additionally, it encourages you and them to listen closely
to ensure you have all the information they belicve is important. It also proves
vou were listeming with the desire to fully understand them. It gives them the
security and comfort of knowing that you are hearing what they are saying.
Effective paraphrasing strips awday the clutter af excessive words and/or
umnecessary details. Paraphrasing is particularly helpful when discussing
complex issues or simarions. It {5 a valuable rechnigue for paremis and
edicators Wanting o connect and commumnicare meaningfully with children.

SPOT THE CONCEPT

If you are actively engaged in reading with and to your child{ren) this activity helps to
develop the skill of seeing the world through a Life Raft filter and in so doing
increases the motivation to live bry those concepis.
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Simply ask your childirem) at varions points in a story what concept is being
employed or having an influence on the behaviour of the characters. You can also ask
which concept is in absence and would help if it were being emploved. If the story is
short emough, you can ask your child{ren) to retrace the story in their minds and name
the concepts employed as the characters joumeyed through the story.

Many stories have an overarching concept and many characters reveal a particular
concept as their strength and character-defining trait. Many are composites of two or
more concepts and many plot lines have mmltiple concepts in play or absence in any
one moment. Exploring Life Faft concepts within stories in books, films, cartoons,
articles, and media, including social media, can be informative, enjoyvable and
enlightening .

CONCEPT SNAP

This is a family or small group activity that you can play for a few minutes at a time.
The idea is to describe a real life sitnation in which vou either employed the concept
yourself or saw it in action.

Select a person to start. This person calls out the colour of a poster that represents that
concept. Everyone else immediately tries to think of a situation they have either been
in or witnessed that demonsirates that concept in action. As soon as they remember,
they shout SNAP.

The first two to shout SNAP win the opportunity to share their story and both collect
5 points. Another person calls out the colour of a poster to continue the process. The
same colour can be called again but no story can be used more than once. The person
calling the colour canmot contribute a story. After a sufficient number of rounds,
check scores and ask the winner to select their favorite story, which can’t be one of
their owm.

It can make it more challemging to nse categories from which the stories/examples are
found. ie. films, TV, news, books, real life, animal stories, sporting stores, sci fi,
parables, fairy tales. the past 72 hours, etc.

It is also more challenging to find and share a story that illustrates the value and
importance of a concept from its absence within the story.

LIFE RAFT TALLY

The purpose of this activity is to help everyone be aware of his or her own behaviour
for a given period of time. This can be for a few days, a week, the length of a holiday
or a weekend. It also helps to highlight collective sirengths and weaknesses as well as
the concepts most commonly required in the daily experiences of the family or group.
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Create five colummns on a sheet of paper and label each with concept colour. At a
piven time, say just before the evening meal or just prior to bedtime each person
places a tick in the column of any concept they consciously emploved during that day.
Omly one tick is placed in the relevant column imespective of the rumber of times a
person consciously employed the concept in the day.

As the lists grow and the days pass, casual discussions about the emerging picture and
Teasons for it are invariably interesting.

Eeeping this sheet for a comparison with another sheet in a few weeks or months will

THE SELF=-MASTERY CHECKLIST

These six questions help children to consider their behaviour and make rational and
appropriate decisions. Teachers will be the first to use these questions as a way to
encourage children to identify what motivates their words and actioms. When used
well the questions will simply be an addition to the everyday interactions between
stundents and teachers and be asked when children behave both appropriately and
inappropriately. The aim on the part of teachers is to help children mmderstand the
purpose of each question so that children independently use them to master their owmn
behaviour.

The questions are linked to each other and can be asked in any order. One, some or all
the questions can be asked in any particular silnation to belp a child work out how to
take charge of their behavior or maintain it if it is appropriate to do so.

Esplaining the link....

If you are doing the wrong thing and you kmow it's the wrong thing then youw're
having a weak moment because your feelings are guiding your behaviowr and not
your thinking.

It’s important that you deal with the problem and not run away from it. Dealing with
it will make you your own boss and running away will invite your teacher to step in,
take control and become the boss.

By asking you guestions that encourage you to think about your behaviowr, your
feacher is rying fo help you not hurt you. They are in fact, asking you te take charge
af the sitiarion yourself by thinking your way through it and becoming the master not
the victim of your feclings.

As soom as you are the master and not the victim you will find the strength to do the
right thing becanse you know it is the right thing to do.

You will see that the self-mastery questions have a direct and strong link to the Life
Raft concepts.
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Parents/caregivers can of course use these questions as well to gnide the behaviour of
their child({ren). However more important than using them is asking your child(ren), in
moments of difficulty, to consider which question or questions they need to ask
themselves if they want to bring things back into their control. And when things are
going well, what, in reference to the questions, is really working for them.

Feflecting on one’s success and failures within the framework of the self-mastery
checklist helps to embed their infloence and makes their nse more reflexive.

It is also powerful when parents/caregivers reveal the influence the questions had on
their own adult interactions in the home or workplace. The more children can see the
mniversal applicability of the questions the more likely they are to value and nse them.
Your successful use of them builds confidence in their power and admitting your
failure to use them promotes the realisation that mastering your own behaviour is a

MNOTE:

Of course discussion and investigation of the Life Raft
concepts chanpges with age and experience and it can be very
informative for parents to see how the perceptions of their
children about the challenges and value of the concepts
changes with time. Discussing a particular concept at a time of
need may be a powerful way to support a child going through
self-doubt, confusion or crisis about who they are and their
role in the classroom, family, friendship group or commumity.

At times, kmowing you believe in the morally sound
behavioural expectations implicit in each concept may be just
the safety device your child(ren) need should they find
themselves om the often troubled waters of prowing up.
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Northern Peninsula Division Cross Country

Congratulations to the students who participated in the
Divisional Cross Country on Wednesday at the Hastings
Foreshore. It was a great day and good conditions!

Our Pearcedale students did the school proud with fantastic results.
The top 12 from each age group will now go through to represent the
Division at the Southern Metro Region Cross Country on Thursday 20th
June at the Hastings Foreshore.

Congratulations to the following for their outstanding efforts:

Gracie W - 5th Sophie J — 26th Harrison S — 5th
Josh B—- 11t Rykan — 15 Brady D — 40th
Maddi C - 3rd Jasmine M — éth Taylor C -(DNF)
Ashtyn 10th Kye H - 12th Jake S - 13h
Callum - 15t JoelH—1st  heloln. somingiomni

8 out of the 15 students will go on to Regionals.
Good luck to all the runners for the Regional Cross Country in a couple of
weeks.
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EXPO
OUR UNIVERSE

Ee part c:f'nur Enlence Expo ’r.uf sharlhg

-your interest in our universe.
No contribution is tn::q big or too small.
Yﬂu can n::'reate your, own ccmtr]butlnn or
w:urk wlth others. .

- It'supto ]”.':I-I.IT Ehﬂnse a space tﬂplc to
"' E:{plnre then decide how you would 11]{E
to pr esent yﬂur information. .
Great PT]EEE (Thanks to 5{: holastic Book' . o |
Falr} '

Brmg your cnntrlbuthn into the Smence Room
- between the 17th and the 19th June.
Frn]ecls will be dlsplafe,d in the Library. .

Search'’ s:pa::e sclence fair pru]‘eu’ts onlime and ]rn
will ﬂn-l:l some great lﬂE-ElB



Term 2 Week 6
31st May 2019

GRADE 1
1AH ~
PREP 1HC ~ Mackenzie GR‘ABE Z
PAU ~ Jade 1KM ~ Koby EJT ~ Lachie
PEP ~ Ariya 1LB ~ Laynie ZLH ~ Lily
PJA ~ 1LM ~ Jaxon EMC ~ Ella
PJB ~ INH ~ Toby 2PF ~ Lucas
PJG =~ Brody ZRF ~ Sophie
PMC ~ Jakob
PNL ~ Harper

3KY ~ Steph
31PB ~ Edward
3BRM -~ Kobi
3TH ~ Lucy
GRADE s
R ST GRADE 6
5JM ~ Maddison Vo
LS ~ Tristen ppiced HME MI
— (i ]
MS -~ Riley £ Bri
: i R 6KW ~ Baylin
eTD ~

SPECIALISTS

SCIENCE ~ 3.JS8 & Lily in 21L.H ART ~
PERFORMING ARTS ~ DIGI TECH ~

{E gL P.E. ~ HEALTH ~ 4\ é
HA AUSLAN ~ PJB -ﬂ-
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Term 2 Week 7
7th June 2019

GRADE 1
1AH ~ Flick
PREP oy GRADE 2
PAU ~ Cash 1KEM ~ David 2.JT ~ Lacey
PEP ~ Archie 1LE ~ Alex ZLH ~ Lily
PJA ~ Oliver IILM ~ Jake ZMC ~ Kash
PJB ~ Ruben INH ~ Kai 2PF ~ Kai
PJG ~ Harrison zRF ~

PMC ~ James
PNL ~ Hudson

GRADE

3D ~ Jack
3JS ~ Peppa ‘.
3KV ~ Tahlia
3PB ~ Tyler
3RM ~ Tigert
3TH ~
GRADE 5
Pl GRADE 6
5JM ~ Jamde
5LS ~ Isabelle &CH 2
SMS ~ Kade E‘Kwﬂh =
6TD ~ Brock

" ey

SPECIALISTS 5

SCIENCE ~ 4RB ART ~
PERFORMING ARTS - DIGI TECH ~

|l.r.- Bl 7 P.E. ~ HEALTH ~ q- r}_&
%\%’9 AUSLAN ~ _ﬁi# é



Term 2 Week 8

([ X Fearcedale
14th June 2019

N ri e S xﬁ'Fm-B”] Sehael

GRADE 1
1AH ~ Hanrish
PREP g GRADE 2
PALl ~ Harvey 1IKM ~ Eva 2JT =
PEP ~ Ruby iLB ~ 2LH ~ Riley & Lily
PJB = Fara INH ~ Cooper 2PF ~
PJG ~ Imogen ZRF ~

GRADE

3JS ~ Riley
KV ~
PR ~ Chace
3RM ~ Hayden
3TH ~ Xamder

6CH ~ Jack

6KM ~ Shayla
6KW ~ Aiden
&TD ~ Gabby

SPECIALISTS ”;1

SCIENCE ~ sMS & 4RJ  ART ~
x ; PERFORMING ARTS ~ DMGI TECH ~
.
t‘-

e Tk PE.~ PJG&PMC HEALTH ~ 7-”'4\ é
i'{ AUSLAN =~ i
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