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A message from our Assistant  Principals - Heidi McDonough & Jeff Mead 

We have been busy! 

It’s been a very bust couple of weeks here at school for our staff and our 

families.  Our Parent to Teacher interview night was a fantastic success.  This 

meeting was essential for families to have the opportunity to meet their 

child’s teacher, and to share any information they felt necessary.  If you did 

not attend an interview, we strongly encourage you to make a time to visit or 

have a chat over the phone with your teachers. The Community nights have 

continued and have been a great opportunity for families to meet each 

other in a relaxed setting.  There have been some great nights.  Many 

students have had the opportunity to participate in a Hockey Clinic during 

P.E. time and we could have some 

Kookaburras in the making!  All of our 14 

new staff members had the opportunity to 

attend the Ranelagh Club to learn all 

about working in a Professional Learning 

Community school.  We have also had 

visits from 3 different schools who have 

sent their staff to come and see some of 

our amazing teachers and programs  in 

action.   

 
Carnival 

Our Autumn Carnival is fast approaching and we are hoping to get support 

from every family to make it another huge success.  There are lots of ways 

every family can help.  If you would like to donate any goods, they can be 

taken to the old hall.  Raffle items, vouchers etc. can be left at the school 

office.  Our Carnival cannot possibly go ahead unless we get the support of  

families to donate an hour or so on the day.  Imagine if we got an hour from 

each of our 550 families -oh the possibilities!   

 
Sustainability 

In recent times we have noticed a huge improvement in the amount of 

rubbish around the school. School yard litter is minimal and the amount of 

land fill rubbish being taken to the commercial skip bins has dropped 

significantly. Thanks to our united effort to reduce, reuse and recycle, the 

students have become more aware of ways in which we can work together 

to look after our precious environment. Pictured below is a Grade 5 classroom 

with their 2 Sustainability Representatives, 

Blake and Gabby showing the 3 bins we 

now have in each classroom (Recycle, 
Compost and Landfill). Students are 

becoming far more aware of what goes in 

each bin and also ways in which we can 

minimise the amount of waste that is being 

brought into the school in the first place. A 

huge congratulations to our staff, students 

and parents for helping make our school 

“Environmentally Friendly”. 

Our mission is to enrich and equip all students with knowledge, skills and strategies that empower them to be active 
life-long learners, productive community members and global citizens. 



What Teachers Want Parents to Know About Reading Levels 
One of the biggest issues that is often brought to the teacher by a parent is the concern about what reading level their child is at. 
Many     parents worry that their child is significantly below another child in their class or not moving up levels as fast as they 
should.  A reading level (whether it be a number, colour or letter, depending on the book) indicates to the teacher what type of 
reader the child is. A child could be a beginner reader, emergent (developing) reader or an independent reader. The level is usu-
ally displayed at the front or back of the book. A reading level is given by a teacher who has conducted a “running record”, 
which is a reading assessment tool. 
1. Do not look at the back of the book -At the beginning of first term, children are given reading books and are happy to 
read them  with the teacher during a guided reading session. They take them home at the end of this session to practise reading 
with their family. In Term 2 it all starts to change. When children are given their new reading books, they flip their books to the 
back to see what level they are on. The   children say comments like “yes, I am on level 3″ or “My mum said I should be on a 
higher level than this” or “Level 3 again!” It is these     comments that change the idea of what reading is about. It moves from 
reading for enjoyment and a chance to practise reading skills to a tool for parents to compare their child against other children. 
As a parent, it is important not to show your child your interest in the number,   colour or letter but focus on the reading skills 
that your child is developing. 
2. The book should be easy-The book that comes home should be easy for your child. Reading at home should be an oppor-
tunity for your child to practise a smooth clear reading voice. Reading for them at home needs to be enjoyable and not a time for 
struggling and arguing. Parents can ask lots of questions while their child is reading to check that they understand the story line 
or facts of the text. 
3. Read the book many times-Many parents are concerned that their child has had the same book for a few nights or a 
week. They inform the teacher that they can read it easily and require a harder book. Teachers want the children to feel that 
reading is easy at home. Harder texts are given in the classroom under the guidance of the teacher. They do not want a child to 
believe that it is so difficult. Praise the child for how they read. Emphasise how smooth their voice is or congratulate them on 
working out an unknown word. Reading a book each time, can be a different experience. Have a different focus for each time 
you read it with them. You could focus on the use of punctuation one time, working out unknown words one time, the story line 
one time and what’s in each picture another time. 
4. Staying on one level for a long time-Parents voice concerns about their child staying on a level for a long time. Teachers 
need a child to be secure (very competent) at a level before moving on. Being secure means that their reading voice is smooth 
and fluent, they can read a variety of texts at that level, have a variety of reading strategies they use to work out unknown words 
independently and they have great comprehension of the text. Children need to be exposed to both fiction and non-fiction books 
at each level. Non-fiction books tend to be harder for children as the vocabulary is more demanding. Lots of exposure to non-

fiction texts will help your child increase their vocabulary. 
5. Reading strategies-A child needs to develop a variety of reading strategies to work out unknown words in texts. While 
listening to your young child read, try to encourage them to work out the word independently. Informing your child of the word 
straight away will not develop their reading skills. Many children cannot move to a new level as their undeveloped reading strat-
egies will not support them at a new level.  
6. Do not compare children-Everyone has their own strengths and weaknesses, children are no different. Each child develops 
their reading skills at their own pace. A parent’s concern about a child’s reading level can be due to the fact that another child in 
their class is at a reading level much higher than their own child. Most children when they are learning to read have times where 
they move up levels quickly and other times when they plateau for a while. As long as they are making progress and their teach-

er is happy with this progress there is nothing to worry about. 
7. Do not compare teachers-Another main issue that teachers face daily is the constant comparison of classrooms. As each 
child is different, each teacher is different as well. A teacher has their own idea of the most effective way of teaching reading, 
therefore some focus on moving up levels, some want to ensure a child is really secure before moving them up and some want 
the child to have more exposure of different texts at that level before moving up. Your child will have to work with all different 
types of people in their life so it is important that your child is given that opportunity with each teacher they have. As a parent 
you may not be completely happy with how the classroom is run but have faith that the school ensures that all teachers are 
working to the best of their ability for each child. If you have a real concern about a teacher, always approach them first for 
some clarification. 
8. Comprehension-The most important part of reading is to be able to understand what you have read. Many times a child 
reads aloud beautifully, works out unknown words easily and pronounces all words correctly. However, they are unable to an-
swer questions about what they have read. Moving up levels too quickly may cause more harm than good. A lot of children’s 
comprehension strategies are undeveloped as the focus has always been on how the child sounds. Parents need to ask lots of 
questions starting with “why” and “how” about the text. Having a discussion about what has come up in the text is invaluable 
for a student’s comprehension. 
9. Children going backwards-Over the school holidays it is very common for a child to go back a few levels in reading. 
During the school holidays they are not having their targeted reading sessions at school, getting new readers and working on 
new strategies. Give your child a few weeks to get back into the routine of school before approaching their teacher about read-

ing levels. 
10. Assessing Reading levels-Teachers are constantly assessing reading levels of each child in their class. They observe how 
the child reads each guided reading session and writes notes about that child for the next reading session. They conduct 
“running records” regularly to give the appropriate levelled text. A running record is when a child reads a text at a particular 
level and the teacher records all the mistakes and self corrections the child makes. Using a few calculations, the teacher will 
know whether the text is too easy, correct or too hard for the child. 
Teachers want parents to focus more on how a child is reading than what the reading level is. The more focus a parent places on 
a reading level the more focus a child places on it. Encourage reading for enjoyment and open their eyes to a whole new world 
inside books. 





 

 

 We are looking at the way things move and how this can de-

pend on a variety of factors, including their size and shape.  

ie:  What shapes can roll? What ways can people move? What 

special features do animals have that make them move the 

way they do. 

 We are exploring how light and sound are produced by a 

range of sources and how light and sound can be       detected.  

ie: What can we hear and see? What allows us to do this? 

How does light and sound travel? 

 We are looking at how a push or a pull force can affect how 

an object moves or changes shape.  

ie: How do toys move? What happens when we hold a ball 

under water and let go of it? What items in our homes do we 

push or pull? 

 We are discovering how heat can be produced in a    variety of 

ways and how it can he transferred from one object to anoth-

er.  

ie: What feels warm? Is it being warmed by something else or 

is it a heat source? How can fric$on cause things to become 

warm? 

 We are exploring a variety of means that forces can be exert-

ed by one object on another, through direct contact or from a 

distance.  

ie: Pushing and pulling $n cans using a strong or weak force. 

Looking at the how fric$on affects the movement of an ob-

ject. 

 We are learning how light can travel and how light from a 

variety of sources can form shadows and can be         ab-

sorbed, reflected and refracted.   

ie:  Why can an object in water look bent? Why can’t we see 

in the dark? 

 

 We are exploring how a variety electrical circuits can  provide 

a means of transferring and transforming      electricity. 

ie: What do we know about ba)eries? How does a light globe 

work? How can we make a variety of circuits? 

 





 

      Sport /P.E 
 

So far this term, the Year 4, 5 and 6 students have been working hard to improve their 
Athletic skills. 

 On the 21st of March, all of these skills will be on show as we hold (for the first time) our 
Senior School Athletics Carnival at Ballam Park, Frankston.  

It will be an amazing experience for all students to compete on a professional Athletics 
track. The day will be run in a similar fashion to previous years that were held at the 

school. Students will move from event to event in their age group throughout the day. 
At each event, students will earn points for their house when they participate. For the 
students that are successful in their events, they will have the opportunity to train with 

the PPS Athletics team and potentially represent the school at the District level in term 3.  
Details:Details:Details:Details:    

    When When When When ––––    Wednesday 21Wednesday 21Wednesday 21Wednesday 21stststst    MarchMarchMarchMarch    
Time Time Time Time ––––    Events start at 10.00 and finish by 2.30Events start at 10.00 and finish by 2.30Events start at 10.00 and finish by 2.30Events start at 10.00 and finish by 2.30    
Where Where Where Where ––––    Ballam Park Athletics Track, FrankstonBallam Park Athletics Track, FrankstonBallam Park Athletics Track, FrankstonBallam Park Athletics Track, Frankston    

Grade 4 Grade 4 Grade 4 Grade 4 ––––    6666    
Cost $10 Cost $10 Cost $10 Cost $10     

Attire – Athletics attire that also represents their house colour 
Drinks, snack and lunch required. No canteen open. 

Please ensure all children have hats, sunscreen, warm clothes if cool and Asthma medica-
tions if required. 

Parents are more than welcome to help on the day, if you are interested, can you please 
see Mrs Peney or Mr Simpson. 

 
Also, a reminder for all students in Year 5 and 6 that Water Safety week is quickly         

approaching. On the 5th – 8th of March, Water Safety will take place at Mornington Life 
Saving Club. Please remember to return your notes so we can start to sort your groups, 

also, keeps those fingers crossed for some warm weather!  
 

Thank you! 

Mrs Rhonda Peney & Mr Josh Simpson 



CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE 

2018 

 Students who meet the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development’s criteria are able 
to claim a  

conveyance allowance to assist with their travel costs to school by private car. 
 

The main criteria for student eligibility are: 
 

• You must live more than 4.8km from Pearcedale 

   Primary School and 

 

• Pearcedale Primary School is the closest government 
   school to your residential address. 

 

If you believe that you may be eligible and would like an application form, please contact the office. 
Applications close Thursday 8th March, 2018.  

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 

DO YOU HAVE A CURRENT CONCESSION CARD? 
 

CAMPS, SPORT & EXCURSION FUND 
 
The CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to 
help cover the cost of school excursions, camps and sporting activities. 
If you hold a valid concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be 
eligible for this CSEF payment.  
 
The allowance will be paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to 
camps, excursions or sporting activities.  
 
The annual CSEF amount per student is $125 for Primary School students. 
 
How to apply: Contact the school administration office to obtain a CSEF  
application form or print one from the school website. 
 
If you received CSEF in 2017, you are NOT required  to complete a new    
application form, unless you have a PREP student starting this year. 
 
 







Student Banking Program 
 

Bendigo Bank Pearcedale provide a student banking program whereby the students 

can bring their banking pouch in on a Wednesday. This will be sent up to the office via 

your class cash bag and  collected and processed by the bank staff. 

If you would like to participate, visit the Pearcedale Bendigo Bank to open an  

account and then remember to bring  your savings in on a Wednesday. 

 Accident Insurance  
 

Parents are reminded that the school or Department  
does not hold personal accident insurance for students.  

There are a number of affordable Student Personal  
Accident Insurance packages available. Many are 

 designed solely for students to help protect their family financially in the case 
of an accident or serious injury. 

 Parents are encouraged to research available options. 
I would also like to remind parents that in the event of a serious incident, the 

school will make the decision to call an ambulance for a student without regard 
to parent  

membership of Ambulance Victoria. 
 

 I encourage parents to consider taking out ambulance membership to ensure 

that they are covered for the cost of the ambulance services.  

The school is not responsible for the cost of this service. 



              

 

 

CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY IS ON SUNDAY 4TH 
MARCH 2018. 

 
PLEASE JOIN US TO HELP CLEAN UP PEARCE-

DALE. 
 

MEET AT 10 AM AT THE PEARCEDALE VILLAGE 
SHOPPING CENTRE, BEHIND THE SUPERMARKET. 

 
FREE BBQ LUNCH AT 12 NOON FOR ALL VOLUNTEERS. 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION PHONE HELEN BEAVER ON 

59 786 083 

 




